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MuHoBanu 6 €T, KOTOpbI€ I KOro-TO ObUIM CKYYHBI, Il KOTO-TO -
IIPEKPACHBL, a JUIsl KOr0-TO y’KACHO HECYACTIIMBBI.

Mapbst KupuiioBHa BOBcE YK CMHUpPWIACh C HETIOOMMBIM MYXEM H
HEYTOJHOU ei KM3HBI0, 3a0b11a FOHOMECKY0 00uay Ha otia. OHa mobuma ero
KOPOTKHE BHM3UTHI IO BBIXOJHBIM M BHUJENA €IMHCTBEHHYIO PaJOCTh JIUIIb B
HOBOW BcTpeue ¢ mojpocmM OparueM. JKUTh €O CTapblM MOMENIMKOM B
POCKOIIHN U ITIOCTOSIHHOM JIOCTaTKE C TOJaMHM CTaHOBMJIOCH JieTye, HO Mapbs Bcé
pPaBHO HE cMOIJIa 0OpecTH ceMEWHOro cyacThbs. B mocneanee Bpemsi OHa 4acTo
oOenana OTIAENBbHO M €LIE peXke 3aBOAMIIA C MYKEM Kakue-Iubo pa3roBOpBHI.
Henb3s cka3ath, yTO OHa ObLIa pacCTpOE€Ha, BEIb 3TO OCBOOOXKAAIO €€ OT
IIOCTOSIHHOM  OTBETCTBEHHOCTH  pAa3BIEKAThb  CKYYaloOUIEro,  IOJHOCTBIO
OCTBIBLIETO K HEW crapuka. bpuia Mexay HUMH JMIIb Y3aKOHEHHas
CYNpy>KecKasi JI00€3HOCTh M O(HUIMAIBHOCTh, KOTOpas JAOMa, BIAJEKE OT
O0apcKUX YaemuTHil, CHOBa MpeBpalllajach B X0J10/1HOe Oe3pasnuune. KHs3b yxe
BCEpPbE3 YYBCTBOBAJ CBOK CTAPOCTh, MOTHUXOHBKY OCO3HaBas NPHUOIMKEHUE
NOJIHEHIIEH cJIabOCTH, a U3 CTpaxa CMEPTU YyTh W MOJABHO HE COLIEN C yMma.
Bech Obu10# apUCTOKPATUYECKHI BUI OCTAJICSI B IPOILIOM.

[loromy HOBBIU MOJIOICHbKH YIPaBISIOIINI IIOMECTBEM BECbMa
00ECIIOKOEHO HayaJl CHPAaBIISATHCA O CAMOYYBCTBMM XO3siMHA. Tak, OJHAXKIbI,
IIOCJIE OYEPEIHON BCIBIIIKK THEBA KHs3s, B PE3yJIbTATE KOTOPOU IMOCTpadav
HEBUHOBHBIC HU B 4éM KpernocTHbIe, JlaHuna — Jydimmii 0apcKuii COBETUHK U
XUTPBIN YIPABJISAIOIMNA — pacckaszan BepernckoMy Npo HEM3BECTHOIO HUKOMY
HOBOT'O IMOMEIIINKA MPSIMUKOM U3 AHTIINH.

— Y3KHMH? — 3aMHTEPECOBAHHO CIIPOCHI KHA3b. — M 3T0 Kak Tak? Jlaxke
MMEHH €T0 HE 3Haellb?

— Tak-c, 6apun. Ilo yTpy-c nmucbMo mnepeaanu, 30ByT "OTYKMHATH CO
BCEMHU MOYECTAMU"!

Bepeiickuii oTnuia JaBHO OCTBHIBIIMM Yail U, MONPaBIsis OOIBIIUM
najablEeM CBOM TOHKHUI (paHIly3CKUI yC, Bad B MUHYTHOE Pa3ayMbe.

Jlanuna, CTOSIBIIMI NIepel HUM B MO3€ MOJHOM TOTOBHOCTU HA BCE, 3a00THIICS O
TOM, YTOOBI CTapblii KHA3b HE BIAJ B APEMOTY, KaK CIydaJloCh YXKe Mapy pa3 3a
nocienqHue Tpu Hegenu. OH JIMCBMMM TJIa3aMM  OCMOTPEN YKYTaHHOIO B
ETKOBBIM XajaT XO35lMHA C HOT JO TOJOBBI H, 3aMedas, Kak TOT YK€
CTEKJISTHHBIMHU TJIa3aMH CMOTPHUT B TOJ, MO3BOJWJI ceO€ THXO HAMOMHHUTH O
CBOEM IIPUCYTCTBUMU:

—Kxom...

— H-pa, mo6onbiTHO, — pe3ko oTtBeTwsl Bepeiickuii. — Ckaxxku-ka MHE,



Jlanuinynika, nMcbMO KTO niepenan?

— Myxuk, oObuHBIH MykuK. Cka3aTb ckaszall, MOJI, CO3bIBAIOT-C OapuH
BCEX COCEICH B OKpYTE, JKENaI0T-C IMYHO MO3HAKOMUTHCSI.

Kus13p 3aynbi6ancs, kak ped0€Hok. OH BCTall CO CBOETrO aHIIMHCKOTO AUBaHa
¥ MEJJICHHO MPOIIENCS K OKHY, TJIe pa3pasuiicsi TPOMKUM MaHEPHBIM XOXOTOM.

— O-x0-x0, — cMeé€rea JlaHune B MO, — TOBECENMJI OJHAKO
JIOCTOIIOYTEHHBIN cocen! UTo ke, TAKOro U He 01apuTh BU3UTOM — rpex! Tsl BOT
YTO, — MIHOBEHHO YCIIOKOMBIIWCH, TOBOPUT Bepelckni, — mnpeaynpenu

Mapsio KupuninosHy, BeuepoM oHa o0s13aHa OyJeT NpOAEMOHCTPUPOBATh CBOU
Oe3ynpeyHble MaHepbl U KpacoTy. /la kapeTy roToBUTh Beu!

He ycmen OapuH 3aKOHYWTH, KakK YNPABISIOUIMN MSITKHUM IIaroM
BBICKOJIB3HYJI M3 KaOWHETa W HANpaBUJICA CIPABIATHCS CO CBOMMH JIEJAMHU.
HewnsBecTHo, rae mapeHb Hay4dwiIcs 3JaKOW yMEJIOCTH, HO MOT M 3aMOJIKHYTb
BOBpEMsI, M YUTHU B noaxoadiuii MomeHT. [loromy Oenpl Ha TooBy 3a moJroja
HE HaBJIEK, U B JIIOOMMYMKHU Bepeiickoro BeIOMIICS.

**k*%

Tak 3aBenock B 3TOM ycanp0e, YTO BCE camble IOCIEIHHE HOBOCTH CO
CKOPOCTBIO CBETa pa3jeTalUCh MO OapCcKOMy JOMYy M JOXOAWIU 10 BCEX
noroyioBHOo. IloToMy, moka J[lanwia ycmen po6Gexarb 10 KOMHAaT Mapbu
KupunnoBHbl, Ta yke€ HEOXOTHO BbIOMpana MOAXOIAUIMN HapsAld. A IUIaThEB y
He€ ObUIO MHOXKECTBO, ThMa! B 3ToM Bompoce oHa HUKOTa cede He OTKa3bIBaa,
KAaK HE OTKa3bIBAJI €M U IEAPBIA OTEL, U CYIPYT.

— Yro x Bbl, Mapea KupumioBHa, CHOBa Tak I'pyCTHBI? — ME€YaJlbHO-
MEIUIEHHO TOBOPUT €€ KpacuBas CIIy’)KaHKa, — HEYXKEIM BaM COBCEM
HEUHTEPECHO?

Cnyxanka Exarepuna crana onHUM U3 CBaJIeOHBIX MoAapkoB Bepelickoro
MoJionou xkene. PosecHnnia Mapbeu, oHa cpasy ke Halla NPaBUIIbHBIN IMOIXO0L
K CBOEI OapbIHE M CMOIJIA TIOJHOCTHIO MPUBS3aTh TpoeKypoBy k cebe. Hukoraa
JIeBYIIIKa HE OTHOCUJAach kK Kate kak K KpemocTHOH, a jrobuiia e€, Kak camyro
JTOOpYIO MOJIPYTY.

— Ax, Karg, — ycrano B3A0XHYB, oTBeuaer Mapbs KupuiioBHa, —
KaKOM MOKET ObITh HHTEPEC, €CITU 51 COBCEM 3aMy4YHJIaCh C ATUMU Hapsigamu!

— Hapnenpre 310, — mnpemnoxuia ExarepuHa M ykasajga Ha OJHO H3
OeJIOCHEKHBIX IUIAThEB, aKKYpaTHO JIXKAIllUX Ha KpoBaTU. — Beab 3T0 Bcero
JIVILb Y>KWH.

Mapps paccmaTpuBalia pOCKOIIHBIE Y30pbl U3 YEPHOM HUTH, WIEIKOBBIE
pykaBa v KpacuBo oOpaboTaHHbIN M0A0d. CKpPBIBUIMCH 3a MIHUPMOI, OHa BHOBB
TOMHBIM T'0JIOCOM cama ¢ co00i nmpou3Hecna:

— Koro tam u3 AHriauu, Bc€ xe, MPUHECTIO0?

**k*k

Jlopora Obplla HaIoJHEHA MonyanueM. KHs3p choemanm  mapy
KOMIUIMMEHTOB BHEIIHEMY BUAYy Mapbpu KuUpWIUIOBHBI M T03KE COBCEM YK
ctux. OHa ObUTO MpEANpHUHSIIA MONBITKY y3HATh YTO-TO €€ O TAMHCTBEHHOM



CoCeie M3-3a TPaHMIIbl, HO B OTBET MOJYYWJIAa TOJBKO Ty K€ PaCTePSIHHOCTD
MyKa.

Bepeiickuii 3a yac €31bpl CHOBA YyTh HE 3aCHYJI, HE 3aBEJN pa3sroBopa HU
PO OYEPETHYIO HOBUHKY B MOJIE, HU O MPOILIEIIIEM Y>KUHE, HU O CETOAHSIIHEN
peneTMMd OOHOBJIEHHOTO COCTaBa JOMallHero opkectpa. OH  «ymelo»
HOJIEPKUBAJ TOCKJIMBYIO THUILIHMHY B Kapere.

Mapbst KupusiioBHa, penko ObIBaBlIas B 3THX KpasX, pa3Biekana ceOs
KpacUBBIMH BUAaMU U3 okHa. KoHEuHO, OHA JaBHO MoXaljena, YTo HE B3sja C
coboii Exatepuny, HO Bce €€ THXHE MBICIU MO-TIPEKHEMY HEBOJIBHO 3aHUMAal
3TOT BHE3AHO TpUEXaBIIMKA He3HakoMell. Jlake ABOpPOBBIE MAabYHUIIKH,
MOCTOSTHHO TYJISIONIME HEAANeKO OT TOMECThS HHOCTpaHIA IOCJIE CBOUX
MOpYy4YEHUH, HE BUIETH, YTOOBI OapHH BBIXOIMII U3 ycaabObl. 1 3T0 BCE ObLIO 110
TIIyOUHBI YA HE TOJBKO YAUBUTEIBHO IS HE€, HO OYEHb JIFOOOMBITHO!

[To mpue3ne B umenue, Bepelickuii ObUT MPUSATHO YAUBIEH YXKE Y CaMbIX
BOPOT.

— S Bu1an HeMasio pOCKOIIN, ¥ 3Ta TOXKE I MEHs HE TMKOBHHA, HO HOBBIN
X035 IMH TOYHO He mnpoMax! — BBITaCKMBas CBOK TPOCTb H3 KapeTsl,
BOCXUILEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJI OH.

W npaBaa, nocMotpeTh Ob1I0 Ha uTo. HO Gosblie Bcero yamBuiIO rocrei
TO, KaK OBICTPO MpPHE3IKUN MpUAal ycaapOe JOCTOMHBIN BH. "boraT, 3aMeTHO
oorat!" — HECKOJBKO pa3 3a MATh MUHYT IMOBTOPHJI KHS3b, pacCMaTpUBask OAHY
U3 3HAKOMBIX €MY CKYJIBIITYP U CTPOTUMU PSJaMU BBICAKEHHBIE KYCTAPDHUKUA B
caay. A CKOJIBKO 3/1€Ch ObLIIO KITyMO ¢ 1iBeTamu!

— Mot apyr, mpomy Bac, — THUXO 0OpaTuUiach K YBJICUYEHHOMY Kak
Hukorga Bepelickomy Mapes KupniiinoBHa, — BOWIEMTE yKE B JJOM, MBI TOYHO
HE IIEpBLIE...

TemHesn0, B OKHaX ycajpObl 3arOpeIiCs CBET, MOCIBIIIAJICS 3BOHKUNA CMEX
OJIHOM W3 MpUrIamEHHBIX JaM. YkuH HaunHaiu Oe3 Bepeiickux. Crerka
pa3goCaOBaHHBI CBOMM ONO3JaHUEM, KHA3b IOCHEWWII K JBEPSM, €ro
BCTPETWJT JIIOOE3HEHIMIA BOPEIKU, ONEThIi B aHriauickoMm crtuie. OH
BEXKJIMBO IIOIIPUMBETCTBOBAJII TOCTEN M IPHUHSUI TPOCTh Bepenckoro, pacnaxsy
JIBEPU B IPEKPACHBIE 3aJIbl, TJI€ X MOMEHTAJIIbHO BCTPETUII BBICOKMI MY>KUYHHA.

— JloOpe1ii Bewep! — ckazanm MyxkxuuMHa U ynblOHyJcs. — KHa3b
Bepeiickuii, nosararo?

— Jla-c, mo6psIid, 1oOpkIi... OH camMbIii!

— IIpoitnémre.

My>x4nHa pa3BEpHYJICS B CTOPOHY OJHOMU M3 ABEpEN U MOBEN Bepenckux,
OLICHMBAIOIIUX  KOMQOPT U POCKOIIb yCcalbObl, K OCTaJbHBIM Y>KHHAIOUIUM.
[Tosbr GecTenu, maxjao eBPOMEeUCKON KyXHEH, TT0 KOpUI0paM TO U JeI0 Oeraiu
cyeTuBImecs: opuIManTel. Bc€ 3T0 3aMEeTHO MOJAHUMAIO HACTPOCHHUE CTApOMY
KHSI310, M1 OH YK€ C TPUBBIYHBIM JIPY)KETIOOMEM BBICKA3bIBAJl CBOE MHEHHE TIO
MOBOJTy HOBOTO YyOpaHCTBa ycaan0sl Mapse KupusiosHe.

[Ipouio OKOJIO MHUHYTBI, W OHH IONAIA B OIPOMHYIO TOCTHUHYIO, /€
rpeMen TapelikaMh W CKPWIIeNId BUJIKAMH Oeceayromue rocTh. MHOXECTBO



3HaKOMBIX JuIl mpujgano Mapee KupuiioBHe Oo0Jbllie CMENOCTH, OHA HE
YyBCTBOBasa ce0s Tak poOKO, Kak J10 BXoja B 3ajbl. Ha uX mpuxog roctu
OTpEarupoBalIv IIPUBETIIUBO.

— Kus3p Bepetickuii ¢ cynpyroi, — npejicTaBuia  OapuHy MpUEXaBIINX U
MOMEHTAJIBHO CKPBUICA 32 ABEPHIO IPOBOKABIINN UX MYKUHHA.

— UYynecHo, kHsA3b Bepeiickuii! — BOCKIIMKHYJIa OJHA OYEHb OOITIIMBAs
nama. J1o Obuta KHArHUHS JIoOaHOBA, M3BECTHASI BCEM JIFOOOBBIO K CIUIETHSIM U
MyCTHIM pPa3roBopaM BAOBa. Bepelickuii ObUT XOpOIIO C HEW 3HAKOM U C
WHTEpPECOM CIyllal €€ HWCTOPHUM, JIOWI, KOIZla OHa CO  BHHUMAaHHUEM
BbICTyIIMBaja ero. OH oxxujan nossieHus JIo0aHOBOI Ha ATOM YXHUHE, BEllb Ta
11t cBoux 40 neT ObuTa HEYTOMUMA — HE IPOITYCKaJla HU OJTHOTO MPUTJIAIEHUS
Y CBETCKOI'O Bevepa.

3aressBIIMI BCE 3TO KHA3b BCTal MONPHUBETCTBOBATH BepenCKHX JHILIb
IIOCJIE IOIUTOIO Yas.

"Kak xe on xopom!" — mponecnocs B ronose Mapbu KupuianoBHbl,
KOIJla MOJIOJOM Kaperjasblil OapuH MOJHSUICS M3-3a CTOJIa U MOJOIIEN K €&
MYXKY.

Bbbu1 OH XyI IUIIOM, ¢ YX0KEHHON O0pOo10i 1 HEOOJIBIIUMHU yCaMHU, BOJIOCHI
3auéchIBajl Ha3aJ TakK, YTO OHM y HEro OBLIM  TBIIIHBI, Ka3alUCh OYEHb
KpacuBbIMU. YEPHBII MOJIHBIN KOCTIOM ¢ O€TOCHEKHON PYyOalIkon MpUXOIUICs
KaKk pa3 mo cTpoilHoil ¢urype, a Tyhiau ¢ HEOONbIIUM KaOJIyKOM MPHUSITHO
CTydyalld IO JIAKUPOBAaHHOMY TapkeTy. M3maneka Mapes He mnoHsna, HO,
KaXETCs, KHS3b TMOJb3yeTcss U (¢paHIly3ckod mapdroMepueii, mocie ero
NPUOJIMKEHUS B BO3/IyX€E 3aCThLI CJIAJIKUI apoMar.

OH NpUATHBIM, HU3KUM T'OJIOCOM 3arOBOPHIL:

— Munioctu npoury, KHs3b... UyBCTByiiTe k€ ce0s8 B MOUX CKPOMHBIX
BJIQJICHUSIX, KaK B COOCTBEHHOM ycaanoe!

— bnaronapro, romy6umk, Oyny O4YE€Hb paj OTYXHHATh B TaKOM...
MPEKpPacHOM JioMe!

Torma kHs3bp maBHO nmojaoméen Kk Mapee KupuiioBHe U, TOLIETOBAB €€ PYKY,
CKaszal:

— CyacTtiuB, YTO BbI COTJIACUIIMCh HAHECTU BU3UT...
**k%x

Bepeiickux ycanuin Ha NPUTOTOBJIEHHBIE MECTa M TYT K€ MOAAIN
ropaunii yxkuH. [IpucyTcTByromue cpasy ke B3SJIMCh PACCHPALIMBATH CTApPOro
KHSI34 MIPO MOCJIETHUE HOBOCTH U OecelnoBaTh Ha pa3Hble TeMbl. TonbKko Mapbs
KupwioBHa HU ¢ keM He oOmanack. Eil ObUIM 4y>KIbI 3TH Pa3roBOPhI PO
MOCJICTHUI MTUCK MOJABI WJIM HOBBIE TMOMECThSI TOCHOXHU OpexXOBOM — BaXKHOU
naMmbl  u3 croiuubl. Ha Bompoc "UTo mpuBIEeKIO Bac mepeexarbh B HaIly
rymb?" - OHa KakIbld pa3 »kemaHHO oTBeudasa: "Cronuiia, HECOMHEHHO, -
CBET, HO, IPYy3bsl MOH, TaKOM Janékuii ot cnokoiictBus". KpaTko rosops, Mapbs
e€ He o0cobo mobuia, BeAb BEpUTh KaxaoMy €€ CciloBy ObUIO TIIyIIO.
"JItoOOMBITHO, YTO y TOW JaMbl B TOJIOBE, KpoMme €€ TyajieTa U (PpaHIly3CKUX
nyXoB?" — HEpenKo ¢ YCMEIIKOW Jymalla JEBYIIKA [P OYE€pPEIHOU BCTpEUE C
OpexoBoi.



N oOpeu€nnas, ka3aaoch, Yxe Ha OOMHOKYIO CKYKy, Bepeiickas ycibimana
BJIpYT BeCbMa OaHaJIbHBIN BOIPOC OT CAaMOTr0 XO3sIMHA Bevepa:

— Pagpemmnte nouHTepecoBaTbca, Mapbs KupwioBHa, kak Bam Hallu
XOPOMBI?

JlobaHOBa, OTBJIEKJIAch OT pa3roBOpa CO CBOCH Xopoled MOAPYrou
HoBHkoBOI 1 Beceno 0XHyJia OT TAKOr0 BOIIPOCA:

— Ox, xopmx, Hy Bbl M aymka! OH Tak ckpomMHu4aeT, Mapbs
KupunnoBna, a1 npocto B yxace! Bcé xe nMeHME NpPEKpAcCHO, HE HYKHO
CKPOMHHYATb.

JleBylika He oOpaTuiia BHUMaHUS Ha OOJNTIMBOCTh KHATHHH, YK TaK OHA K
TOMY NPUBBIKIIA. ..

— OueHb KpacuBo, MpaBJa, — CHOKOWHO OTBETUJIAa HaKoHel Maphps, ciabo
yIbI0asch My>KUnuHE. — Y Bac 4yAHbBIN cal.

Torna Bce Hayanu OypHO 00CYXIaTh cajbl, a HEKOTOPbIE U OOUIEIINCH,
YTO HE YCIEJIU MOJIF000BAThHCS €ro XBaJEHON POCKOIIbIO.

— IIpoury Bac, OyapTe CIIOKOMHBI, 1 COOMPAJICS MOKa3aTh HMEHHE I0CIIe

Tpanessl, — yoexxnan kusa3s lupsesa xopmx.

OkoJi0 yaca B3BOJIHOBAHHBIE T'OCTH PACCIPAIIUBAIN KHS3S O JKHU3HU,
OO0CTOSITENIBCTBAX IMepee3/la M O MPEKPACHOM PYCCKOM f3bIKe. MyX4uHa
TOBOPWJI YYAECHO, IMOYTH O€3 akKIEeHTa, 3TO MOopa)xajao CoceAeil, HO TOT
OOBSICHSIJI 3TO PYCCKUMU KOPHSMHU TJie-TO B MOCKBe.

— babymka pycckas. Ilocie cmepTu nena BHOBB mpuexaia B MOCKBY.
Ckopo HamMepeBaroCh HABECTUTH €€.

— Bama 0alymka mnpuHsula — mpaBocliaBue? — TIOMHTEPECOBAICS
Bepeiicknii.
— Jla. OHa  CKJIOHHa CYMTaTh 3TO pa3feliecHue XPUCTHAHCTBA BEChbMa

TITYTIBIM.
Crapslii KHS3b MYCTUI KOPOTKHIM CMEIIOK U TETJIO 3ayJIbI0ancs.

— He nam cynuth yoexxienust Baiiei 0a0yIiku, Mo3TOMY HE KeJaro 4To-
100 OCITapUBAaTh.

Ha yxune Oblmm pasupie Joau. MouanuBble, KpacHOPEUYHUBEIE,
MaHEpHbIC 1, B OOJBIITMHCTBE CBOEM, OUeHB OonTiauBbIe. KHskHa JIoGaHOBA yke
ycrnenaa HayaTh OOCYKJICHME JTaBHO MUHYBIIUX JIET KW3HU, MPOIICIIINX IO
cTpaxoM rpadexeit uzBectHoro sceM Bnaaumupa JlyGpoBckoro.

— He noitmanu ero, He cmorym! — 3By4as 4€i-TO TOHKUHM TOJIOC.
— A g cabiwan, uro JlyOpoBckuil otmpaBwica Bo PpaHiuio, —
BMeELIAJIC MOJIOIOU KHA3b [1€Tp fkoBies.

— Kakoiit yxac!
— [py3bs MOM cepaeuHble, YCIIOKOWTECh! — CKas3an BAPYT T'OCIOAWH
HocoB — TOJICTBIN, MOJB3YIOMIMNCA ABTOPUTETOM MYKYMHA CPEOHUX JIET.

CryieTHH OH yKacHO HE JIOOMJI, TOBOPHJI BCEM HCKIIOYUTENBHO TPaBAy U
HHUYETO, KPOME MCTHUHBI, IIO3TOMY K €ro CJIOBaM BCErja NPUCIYyIIMBAIUCh. —
Moii xopomuii npudTens — CyJAeOHBI HCIPaBHUK W3 [ epMaHUU CIBIMIAT O
JlyOpOBCKOM OKOJIO JIET ABYX TOMY Hazaj. Torja ero BUAEIH Ha OJTHON U3 YITUIL



bepnuna. Ho moka g0 Hero mouuty 3Tv moka3aHus, J[yOpoBCkuii yxke ycmen
CKpBIThCs BO @paniuu, rae, npoctd I'ocrioau, 6su1 yout. [Tostomy npomury Bac,
COXpaHsUTe XJIaJTHOKPOBHE, MOA00ar0IIee HallleMy CJIo0 001iecTna!

Bce Oyaro mo koMaHje, Hayalld TajieTh U TMEPEHIENTHIBATHCS, YeM
Hayaiu paszapaxarb HocoBa nuiib emie 6osble.

— Ox, AHzpelt AHIpeeBUY, KaK XOPOIIO, YTO Bbl HAM BCE MOSICHUIIU, —
panoBanach JJobanoBa. — CTpanrHo KuTh, 3Hasi, 4YTO TAKOW YEIOBEK XOJUT TJie-
TO U CIIOKOMHO JBIIINT!

Mappss KupwinoBHa cuzaena Moida, HE MoAaBas 3HAKOB KaKOM-IHOO
3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTH, HO B Ayle e€ Oymesana Oyps. [loMHMIIa, TOMHWIA OHA
Bnagumupa, moMHMIA TOTO OJIaropogHOTO pa300HMKA, KOTOPHIM 3acTaBU €€
NEPECTYNUTh 4Yepe3 TOPAOCTh M YyTh HE COBEPIIMTH MOOEr OT OTHA, OT
CEMBH, OT BCETO HEXKeNaHHOro. Ho B TOT neHb OHaA caenana To, 0 4€M XOTA U
HUKOI/Ia HE JKajelia, HO B CaMbIX ITyOMHAX CO3HaHUS HEBOJILHO OTUIAKUBAIA...

"Yo6ur..." — noaxymana Mapses. Pyka e€ moGenena 10 caMmbIXx KOCTEH OT
C)KaToM co BCel CUJIbl BUJIKH, @ T'yObl CXKAJIUCh TO JIM OT 3J700BbI, TO JU OT KOMa
o0ubl U ckopOu. I'myrno 4yBCcTBOBaTh 00Jb M3-3a YEJIOBEKA, KOTOPOTO MOYTH HE
3Haellb...

Ho Mapes KupwinoBna Oyaro Obl 3Hama U Jo0uiIa €ro ¢ camoro
PaHHETO CBOErO JETCTBA.

— [yOpoBckuii? Penkuii mep3aBen, — BCTaBUJ BHE3anmHO J>KOpPIUK,
JIonuBasi CBOM Ookan BuHA. — Bce MOM pycckue pOJCTBEHHUKH CEPbE3IHO
HaMy4aJIuCh ¢ HUM. He 1001110 TaKuX JIF0IeH, KaJKas IIIynoCTb...

— A BBl 3HAIM €ro MOTHBBI? — TMpepBaJia MbICIM KHA3S Mapes
KupniutosHa.

— OHM BCeM NOHSTHBI, MUCCHUC.

JleBymika XxoTena ObUIO  OTBETUTh YTO-TO  ONpPOBEprarouiee, Ho
OJlaropa3zyMHO BO37ep)Kalach OT JEP30CTH. "OTO JIMIIb BHICTABUT MCEHS B
JYpPHOM CBETE, a €My HUYEro He JOKaXellb'', — TojymMaia OHa U YJIbIOHYIACh
cimaboit ynpiokoi. IllecTs neT KU3HU CO CTAPUKOM-apUCTOKPATOM HAYUMIIU €€
OTHOCHUTBCSI KO BCEM CJIOBaM C OCOOOW OCTOPOXKHOCTBIO, a CIIOKONCTBHUE
COXpaHsTh Be3Zie U B J000# cutyaruu. Ho temeps stor xopmk Ommm He
HpaBWJICS €l Tak, KaKk BCEro 4eTBEpPTh yaca Has3aj, a Bedyep He olewman yxe
HUKAKOTO Pa3BJICYEHUS U ONPABIBIBAIOLIETO BU3UT CMBICIIA.

***

Mecsn npomén ¢ Toro HENPUITHOTO YKHMHA, 32 3TO BPEMsI B JKHU3HU
JNIEBYLIKU TTOSABUAJIOCH MHOTO HOBBIX JIFOJEU U JaXe ApPYy3€H. YUYaCTUIUCH
BU3UTHI XOPOIIMX 3HAKOMBIX, MOILJIO HA JaJi OOIIEHHE CO CTApbIMU MPUSATENSIMH,
MOSIBUJIACh MPEXKHSS MOMYJISIPHOCTh POCKOIIHOM ycanb0bl Bepeiickoro y HOBBIX
KHA3eM B OKpyre. Tak, BCIEACTBME OJHOTO W3 BHU3WUTOB HOBOIO BIIAJEIIbLIA
ycaapObl B HECKOJBKUX JEciITKax BEPCT OT uMeHus Bepeiickoro, Mapbs
KupunnoBHa Mo3HaKOMHWIACH C IPEKPACHBIM YEIOBEKOM U TEINEPh YK€ HOBBIM

JIPYTOM.
Kak pacckazan cam Anekcelt [[psukoB, Bc€ ero HeboraToe MMEHHE MEPEIIO K



HEMYy TIOCJIE CMEPTH BCIO JKM3Hb OOJICBIIETO MM, KOTOPBINM MPUXOIUIICS
JpSIUKOBY €IMHCTBEHHBIM POJICTBEHHUKOM. [10 COOCTBEHHBIM OOBICHEHUSIM 25 -
JISTHETO KHS3s, OH Mopaxkaycs n1o06pore Mapbu KupriioBHBI, TO3TOMY Kejal
HayaTh HOBYIO, JIJII BCEX CTPAHHYIO JPYKOY MEXKIY MYKYHMHON M JKCHIIIMHOM,
XOTsI cama JICBYIIIKa 4YyBCTBOBaJIa BOBCE HE JIPYKECKYIO CUMIIATUIO CO CTOPOHBI
Anexces.

— Bpr yMHB, — Hawana BApyr Mapes, NOKa OHU NPUBBIYHO
MPOTYJIUBAJIMCH MO Caay UMEHUA. — MHe MPUATHBI Ballld CIIOBA, S MOHUMAK0
IIPAaBWJIBHOCTh BaIlllUX 4YyBCTB, Auiekced lBaHoBu4. Bbl HamomuHaeTre MHe
OJIHOTO TAJIBHETO 3HAKOMOI'0, 0 KOTOPOM M BCIIOMHUHATBH-TO COBCEM IIE€YAJIBHO. ..

— 3Ha4YuT, y Bac K 3TOMy 3HaKOMOMY OBLJIM CaMble HEKHBIE UyBCTBA, —
3araJlouyHo MPOTrOBOPWIT KHA3b. — Kaxkgoe HEBOJBHOE BOCIIOMHUHAHUE O
J00MMOM, HO JajIbHEM YEJIOBEKE YacTO 3aCTaBlsieT YyBCTBOBATh HAC €IIE
00mbIIyI0 TOCKY, Mapes KupmiosHa...

N npaBma, maMsaTh O TOM NPEKPACHOM, HO JUISI BCEX CTpALIHEHIIEM
yelioBeke Obla cBs3aHa y Bepelickod nuiib ¢ rpycthio. Ho 3TOT dyenoBek
ceduyac 3acTaBisieT paclUBETaTb €€ CHOBA, KakK 3aCTaBWJl OJHAXIbl TOT
HEU3BECTHBIM, JAIEKUN 3HAKOMBII.

JpsIYKOB mpHe3Kan peryjasipHO, HO HE CMEN JOJro MOJIb30BaTbCs
JT00€3HOCThI0 M TOCTENPUMMCTBOM KHA3S Bepeiickoro, KoTopblii OyaTo Obl
BHJIEJ B HEM CBOETO ChIHA.

"MoJiI0IOMy 4YEIIOBEKY HYXKE€H MOJOAON YenoBeK. Aliekcer lBaHOBHMY —
pojacTBeHHas nyma Haieid Mapeu KupumoBasl. OHa He MOXKET BeCTH Oeceibl
CO CTapuKOM, YBbI, y HaC OYE€Hb pa3Hble B3MIAABI", — OOBSICHSI ceOe KHS3b
TaKkyro TEMIYI0 Ipyk0y Mexay ero sxeHoil u JlpsukoBeiM. Hu kamim coMHeHui
U JYPHBIX MBICJICH y Hero He Obl10. BO3MOXKHO, TOTOMY 4TO OH a0COJIOTHO
yBepeH B Omaropazymun Mapeu KupuiioBHbI, a BO3MOKHO, IIOTOMY YTO €My
BOBCE BCE PaBHO.

N Tak MOIJIO MPOJIOKATHCSA J0Jro, moka Ajsekceir MBaHOBUY He
IIPU3HAETCS B CTPAIIHOM M HEOXKHUJAAHHOM HCTHUHE. TOJBKO BApPYr OJHA
OLLIEJIOMIISIFOIIAsl BECTh IIEPEBEPHYJIA BCE.

— Jyoposckuit! JlyOpoBckuii cHoBa B Poccum! — kpuuanm BBICOKUH
MaJIbYMIIKA, IPO/IABABIINN HA YJIUIAX Ia3€Thl.
Bepelickuii  Haxogwics B TOPOAE  HCKIIOUUTEIBHO MO  CEPbE3HBIM
SKOHOMHUYECKUM JejiaM, U Ha TaKyl BBIAYMKY Y HEro He ObLJIO HHUKAKOIro
BPEMEHH, OH B3sUJI ATY YKAJKYIO Ta3eTy Juillb paau unrepeca. [Ipo JlyopoBckoro
NUcaJli B CaMOM Haudajie, Ha 3aroJIOBOK HE TMOXKAJIEIW KpACKU, JaxKe
MPEIOCTABUIIN CTapblii IOPTPET pazOoitHuka. Toraa K Jeimy IpHUBJICKAINCh BCE,
KTO MOXET NOMOYb IOKa3aHWsAMH, Ha Biiagumupa cpa3y Hayanu CepbE3HYIO
oxoTy. U, eciut ObI KHSI3b HE JOUYUTAJ CTAThIO IO TOW 3710M CEbMOM CTPOYKHU, TO
Tak Obl ¥ HE TIOBEPHUJI B MOJIMHHOCTH 3TOTO «J{yOpOBCKOTOY.
"O HEOXHUIAaHHOM TIOSIBJICHHHM W3BECTHOro pas3boiiHnka B Poccun
coobmmn Kupunna ITlerpoBuu TpoekypoB, paHee CTOJKHYBIIUWCA C CaMHUM



JlyOpoBckum nmmoM K nuity. [1o ero cioBam, mpecTYIMHHUK ObUT 3aMedeH Om3
uMeHus TpoekypoBa, 4YTO 3acTaBWJIO XO35iMHA cpa3zy 3a0uth TpeBory', —
rJIACUIIA CTaThA.

EctectBeHHO, 3a uH(OpManuio o0 pa3boiHuMKe oOemanu Harpaay. TOJBKO
ceituac Bepetickuii mo3a0pu1 060 BCEM COBEPIIIEHHO, 00OMIIEB, CTOSUT Y BXO/a B
OaHK U AyMal o0 TOM, 4To ceituac JJyOpoBckuil MOT OBITH YK€ BO3JI€ €70 UMEHHUSI.
M noka KH3b UIyCTPO HE MO TOJaM CBOMM 3alPbITHYJ B KaPETYy U BEJIEN Ky4epy
THaTh OOPATHO, OH YK€ yCIeN MOAyMaTh O NMPHYWHAX OMACHOTO BO3BPAICHUS
Brnagumupa B Poccuto.

**k*k

— Auekceit MiBanoBHY 00s13aJICs 3a€XaTh CETOIHS U OTOOSIATh CO MHOM,

HO €T0 JI0 CUX MOpP HET, — IE€YAIbHO paccMaTpuBas TAHYIIYIOCS BJIAJIb JOPOTY,
ckazana Exarepune Mapws KupuiuioBaa. — Bo3moxkHO, fena...

— He cobupaerech ke BBl ToJIoAaTh H3-3a TOrO, 4TO JIBSYKOB HE
COM3BOJIAJI TpUEXaTh?!

— 41, ecniu ObITH yecTHOM, Kats, BoBce He rosoaHa... [IpaBaa.

Exatepuna 3aragodHo yJblOHYyJach M aKKypaTHO IpHceNia y OKHAa PSAIOM CO
cBOel OapbIHEl, HA MTHOBEHHUE TJITHYB B CTOPOHY MMeHUs JpsiuKoBa.

— 3HaeTe, 4To S BaM CKaxy, Mapesg KupumioBHa? — mo-IIpexxHEMY
yJIBI0AsICh, IPOTSIHYJIA OHA.

— J'oBOpH *e...

— OcTaBuTh Hallero rocts 0e3 Baleld KOMIIAHUM 32 00e0M — JIypHOU
TOH, — IporoBopmwia ExarepuHa M yka3aja AEBYIIKE Ha IPHOIMKAIOLIYIOCS

YEPHYIO TOUKY.

3aMeTHB, HaKOHEL, JOJITOKAaHHYK0 KapeTy, Mappa Kupumnosna
NOJIXBaTWJIaCh M BbUIETENA W3 CBOEH KOMHAThI, YeM Iepemnyrajia OeIHYIo
IIOAPYTY.

— Benn HakpbeIBaTh Ha CTOJN Ha JIBE MEPCOHBbI! — KpPUKHYJA JAEBYIIKA
OJTHOM M3 KPEMOCTHBIX U, MOMYTHO HAKUABIBAs I1allb, BEIOEKANa U3 yCcabObl.

YépHas kapeTa yxKe nmoabexaia K caMmblM BopoTam, 1 Mapbest KupuiuioBHa
yCIIbIIIaJIa, KaK OTKPBIBAETCS €€ ABEphb. 3aTEM 3allyplIaid YbH-TO IIArd I10
IPaBUIO0, MOCIbIIIANCS 4yxk0# rosoc: "Oxugai!"

Torpa, neBymika cOaBuia  XOA M C ONACKOW Brisaenach B (uUrypy
BOLIE/IIEr0 Ha Teppacy MyXuuWHbl. OHa OblIa 3HAKOMOW, BO3MOXHO, U
POIHOMW, HO y3HaJla MY’KUHHY JIEBYIIKA TOJBKO ITOCJIE TOrO, KaK OH OKa3aJICs OT
He€ Ha PACCTOSIHUM BBITSIHYTOW PYKH.

— BoI1?.. — onemmna Mapp4.
— Mapes KupwioBna, ceifuac Ha ynumax omnacHo. JlyOpoBckuit
BepHyJica B Poccuro, Bel HE ciblmanu?

— On xe... MéptB! — emé Ooiblle 3amyThiBasiChb B COOCTBEHHBIX
JI0TaJIKaxX, BOCKJIMKHYJA OHA.

— Kak oxasanmocs, Her. S 3mech, 4YTOOBI 3alUTHTL Bac OT
HeJI00poKeIaTene.

— To ectp, or JlyOpoBckOro? — yxkKe Me4aabHO-XOJIOAHO CIPOCHIIA



Bepeiickasi, risas rocTio npsMo B Ii1asa.
— Ot koro yroano, Mapbs KupuinosHa, Ho He oT JlyOpoBckoro.

JleBylika 3aMeTHIIa B €ro Ia3ax CTpaHHYIO UCKpy. Mckpy, KOTOpyro oHa
BHJIENIa TAE-TO M KOTJAAa-TO B YbUX-TO JIPYyTHX rja3zax. TOJIbKO BOT B YbUX?
Ortoro oHa yxe He BcroMHUT. Celyac oHa y3HaBaja JIMIIb ObIBAyIO0 OTBary,
PE3KOCTh U CMEJIBIE CJIOBA, PA3IJISIICNIa B OUEPTAHUAX HEBO3MOXKHYIO CXOKECTh
C TeM CTpaIIHbIM, HO OJIATOPOIHBIM YEJIOBEKOM.

N 3TOT 4enoBek TOro He OTPULIAIL:

— 51 IyGpoBckuii!

**k*k

Bepeiickuii BepHyJICS CKOpPO, MOYTH BOPBAJICS B COOCTBEHHBIM JOM U
3acTaj yXe OCTBIBIIMM Ha cTojle o0ex Ha JBe mepcoHbl. Bcé Obuio mo-
IIPEKHEMY, HA CBOMX MECTaX U B 00BIYHOM BuJE. Hukakoi cTpaHHOCTH, CIE0B
Xxaoca WM rpa0exka, HUYEro COBCEM eMy HempuBblyHOro. Hukro u3 6a0-
KpPEMOCTHBIX HE IUIaKall, KaK Y€ ObUIO B €ro BOOOpa)KEHHWU, HE MOJUI O
MOMOIIM W HE HaMmepeBajics OeXaTb K KHA3I0 C Y)KACHBIMU HOBOCTSIMHU O
HaIlaJICHHUH.

Bcé 6puto maeansHo. Ho oxaszanock ogHOo "HO" — He Obuio Mapbu
KupuioBusl Bepeiickoi.

Anekceil IBaHOBMY 3acTayl cTaporo KHs3s B €€ KomHare, y okHa. OH
MoJT4aj, He MOBOPAYMBASCH U HE IIEBEJSICh coBceM. CBOEH 3ayMUYMBOCTBIO U
KAaKOM-TO 3araJloYHOCThIO OH 3acTaBui /[psAukoBa emé Ha MUHYTY 3aJ€pKaThCs
B JIBEPSAX M IOCMOTPETh Ha TO, KaK KH3b MEpeOMpPAET B JPOKALIUX PyKax
KENTHIA KYCOK MepraMeHTa, Ha KOTOpPOM H3Jajieka ObUIM BUIHBI KPacuBO
BBIBE/ICHHBIE JKEHCKOU pyKoil OykBbl. OH MOJTYaj A0ATO.

— D10 0BT JlyOpOBCKHMI, — HE CBOJs TJla3 C TOPU30HTA 32 OKHOM,
MOHOTOHHBIM T'0JIOCOM CKa3aj Bepelickuii Anekcero.

— E€ noxutnnu?! — ucnyranHo BbIMAIW J[bSYKOB U PE3KO PBAHYJICA K
KHSI3H0.

— BEI He TOHMMaeTe, oHa OerKaa.
KHs13b pa3BepHyCs B CTOPOHY paclaxHyTOW IBEPH, KOTOpas Bejia B TOT
MO-TIPEXKHEMY UACATbHBIN JI0M, H, CYHYB U3MSATYIO 3alIUCKY B PYKU MYKYHUHBI,
BBIIIIEJI B HEE.

"ITo Tpycoctu cBoelt He Oexana cpazy. [IpocTute, KHS3b, HO C HUM 51 YBUXKY
camble KpacHBBIE aHTJIMICKUE CaIbl.
Mapps Kupnimosna
HybpoBckas"

*k*k

Kak BBISICHWIIOCH MO3Xe, HE CyIiecTBOBajio HuKakoro Jlxopmka Omm,
KaKk ¥ He ObUIO HUKOT/Aa NPHUHSBIIEH MpaBociaBue 0aOymiku u3 MOCKBEHI.
Uynecnoe numenne JlyOpoBCKHIA TOKYIA OKOJIO T0/1a, a MPOIal B TOT e JICHb,
yTo 1 6exan ¢ Mapweit KupuioBHoi.

Bepeiickuit He ipegasics MeCTH, He COOOITUIT O MOXHUIIEHUH, TTOTOMY UYTO



9TO OBLIO HE TOXUIICHHUE, a TOOPOBOJIILHOE PEIICHHUE B3POCIOTO YeTIOBEKA.
Kupumnna IletpoBud, KOHEYHO, MBITAJICS CAENATHh YTO-TO JJIsL TOTO, YTOOBI
HAalTH XOTh KaKWe-TO 3alleNkh Npo HUX mober, HO OmnbITHBIN Bragumup
JlyOpoBCKHUii HE OCTaBWII HU ClIeIa.
Anekceit IBaHoBMY JIpSTYKOB BCKOpE Mpojal CBOE MMEHUE W yeXall B
OJIHY W3 Janekux ryoepHuil. OcTaBuil OH JIMILb OJIHO MUChbMO BepelickoMy, rie
MIPOCUJT TIPOLIEHUS 32 TO, UTO O0JIee HE CMOYKET HAHOCUTh BU3UTHI U OCTABUT €T0
0e3 nogaep:kku. "TakoBo MOE HEMOCTYIIHOE cep/e", — Mucall OH B MHUCHhME.
Heine kHs3b ocTazcs mo-HacTosmieMy oauH. OH obemanm OuH, Kak
paHblIe, TyJsl OJUH, KaK paHblle, HO BCE ObLIO MO-APYrOMY, COBEpPIIEHHO... M,
CUJS Ha CBOEM AHIVIMKCKOM JTUBAaHE, OH HU pa3y HE Pa303JWiICs Ha JAEp30CTh
JlyOpoBCKOTO, HE MPOKIISUT €ro M He 3aTani oOuabl. J[ommBas XOJIOIHBIN Yai,
Bepeiickuii oco3Han BCio 0€Coe3HOCTh MPOKUTHIX C JKEHOM JIET.
"Ucxon ObuT M3HAYAIBHO TIpeApeniéH. S 3abpai rosl MOJIOI0M KU3HU, HO
BCE paBHO OH BEpPHYJICS 3a JIIOOMMON'", — ckazal ce0e OJHaXKIbl CTapUK U
OoJbIIe HE TMOJHUMAII 3TOTO BOIMPOCA HU C KEM M HUKOTJA, BIUIOTH JI0 CBOETO
IIOCJIETHETO BJI0XA B XOJIOJHOM OJMHOYECTBE.



